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The Commodification of Cemeteries:
Burial Grounds as Multi-Disciplinary Spaces
Commodification in Context
Adjustment of a cultural site to satisfy 
consumption needs
 Shift in cultural perspectives by inviting 
the use of the cemetery as a multi-
disciplinary space
Date unknown
Postcard of Père-Lachaise Cemetery, Paris
Père-Lachaise Cemetery, Paris
Tomb of Heloise and Abelard
Stongehenge, UK
Iconic Burial Spaces
Graceland, Memphis
Grave of Elvis Presley
Glasnevin Cemetery & Museum
City Sightseeing Tour Bus Launch, 2014
Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol (UK)
September 2015
Lightsaber Combat Classes
Weddings at Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol
Congressional Cemetery, Washington
September 2016
Dead Man’s 5km Run
Congressional Cemetery, Washington
September 2016
The Day of the Dog Festival
Congressional Cemetery, Washington
October 2016
Honey Harvested “Straight from the Crypts”
Congressional Cemetery, Washington
August 2015
“Meet and Bleat” the Grazing Goats 
Hollywood Forever Cemetery, L.A.
September 2015
Screening of Alfred Hitchcock’s The Birds 
“The party goes until 4am, come early, come late, stay all night!!!”
Slumber Party, Hollywood Forever Cemetery, L.A.
Conclusion
 Proliferation of cemeteries as tourist attractions 
represents a shift in contemporary society’s outlook 
of death
 Use of cemeteries for leisure activities suggests a 
change in attitude to burial spaces
 Multi disciplinary cemetery spaces are likely to 
become more commonplace
